Mr Patrick Chinamasa, Minister of Justice
Ministry of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs
5th Floor Corner House
Private Bag 7751
Causeway
Harare
Zimbabwe 
Fax: +263 4 252 155
August 2008
 
Dear Minister,
Re: Unlawful charges and bail conditions against ZCTU leadership
I am extremely concerned about the charges that have been brought against Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions’ President, Lovemore Matombo, and Secretary General, Mr Wellington Chibebe and demand that these be dropped.
The two trade unionists were arrested on 8 May 2008 and charged with spreading falsehoods prejudicial to the state and “inciting the public to rise against the government’. The charges followed speeches they made during May Day celebrations at Dzivarasekwa Stadium in Harare on 1 May 2008. They were initially denied bail and when bail was eventually granted conditions were imposed forbidding them from addressing political or public gatherings.  The two leaders finally appeared at Harare magistrate Court on 30 July, having had a previous date postponed without due reason, and the trial date was set for 27 August 2008.

The charges and bail conditions are clear breaches of free speech and freedom to associate. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) Committee on the Application of Standards comprised of government, employer and trade union representatives recently expressed deep concern at the surge in trade union and human rights violations, including the recent arrests of Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) leaders Lovemore Matombo and Wellington Chibebe.
The right to freedom of expression is guaranteed in the international and regional human rights treaties to which Zimbabwe is a state party, including Article 9 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (African Charter) and Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

The right to peacefully assemble is also guaranteed in international and regional human rights treaties to which Zimbabwe is a state party, including Article 11 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and Article 21 of the ICCPR.

I therefore call on you to ensure that all charges are dropped with immediate effect.
